Northern Balance acquires A1 Scales to bolster customers’ choice and
access to critical weighing services

Gateshead-based, independent weighing

specialists Northern Balance is set to extend , | -

the choice and accessibility of its hire and YA a | ' - ) ®
UKAS calibration services with the successful 4 | , > B
acquisition of AT Scales - a supplier of hired BALANCE
weighing equipment and complementary
weighing services in the Northeast of England. Northern Balance joined the SLS Group in 2022

calibration service to meet their growing

The acquisition strengthens Northern compliance requirements.

Balance’s position as a full-service weighing

solutions provider. In addition to extending its The move is integral to Northern Balance’s
range of hired equipment services to existing customer-centric approach, which is focused
customers, the integration provides A1 Scales’ on providing greater choice and convenient
customers with access to an established UKAS access to critical weighing services.
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Founded in 2004, A1 Scales developed long-
standing relationships serving the Northeast’s
most prominent manufacturing companies.
Alongside its capabilities in traceable
calibrations, repair, servicing and supply,

A1 Scales became the supplier of choice for
providing quick and convenient access to a
comprehensive range of precision to high-
capacity hire solutions.

Northern Balance will retain all engineering
and back-office team members with company
director Maureen Whittle continuing to provide
ongoing support within Northern Balance’'s
business administration and engineering
functions. Maureen will assist with the
integration of A1 Scale’s people, contracts,
and systems. A1 Scales will be fully integrated
and will trade under Northern Balance at their
Gateshead Head Office.

Maureen Whittle, a director of A1 Scales said:
‘With our mutual focus on customer service,
we're delighted to be integrating our team and
expertise with Northern Balance to provide
extended choice and accessibility. We're
working closely to ensure a seamless

transition to Northern Balance’s services for
previous A1 Scales customers and we look
forward to introducing additional services to
our collective customers.’

Paul Moran, Managing Director of Northern
Balance, said of the deal: ‘Our decisions

are greatly shaped by customers’ needs.

The branching out of our hire and UKAS
calibration services demonstrates our ongoing
commitment to expanding our solutions to
enable customer success. With Brexit, Covid
19, overseas conflict and the cost-of-living
crisis making it difficult to predict demand for
goods and services, providing more choice and
accessibility via a broader range of flexible
hire options helps to circumvent changeability
without affecting capital expenditure. Added
to the external challenges, we know from
customer feedback that time needed to source
and vet a reliable UKAS calibration partner
can be scarce but compliance critical. As

an IS0 17025 accredited company, we've
performed UKAS calibrations for over 30 years
and could not be more excited to support

our extended customer base with additional
services.’
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About Northern Balance:

Founded in 1971, Northern Balance is a full-
service weighing solutions specialist that
provides standalone and turnkey services to
support measurement accuracy in laboratory
and industrial environments. Operating
across the UK, the Company’s range of
services include calibrations, testing, repair,
maintenance, supply and installation of
weighing equipment and processes as well as
complementary non-weighing solutions for
wider laboratory and industrial requirements.
Backed by its parent, the SLS Group, these
services are delivered by Northern Balance’s
in-house team of technical engineering
experts and supported by the Company’s

UK Partner Network. 1SO 9001 certified and
ISO 17025 accredited, the Company works
within industries including Chemicals, Food
and Drink as well as Life Sciences to help
customers improve weighing compliance,
productivity, and performance.

For more information:
www.northernbalance.co.uk

‘*f , m

www.northernbal
\ Your mdependent weighi’
X —

About the SLS Group:

SLS first began trading in 1991 and has grown
to become the UK's largest independent
supplier of laboratory equipment, chemicals,
and consumables. Headquartered in
Nottingham, the company operates a
warehousing, technical storage, and logistics
service across the UK and in several
international territories. SLS works closely
with leading international industry brands
through a market-leading catalogue with an
extended range of over 600,000 products.

For more information:
www.scientificlabs.co.uk
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From Left to Right; Joshua Chapman, Daniel Egan-Sheath, lan Roulstone & Neil Bewell
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